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A lexande r  t hê  Grea t  has  been  renowned  bo th  i n  t he  n i dd le  ages  and  a t
o the r  t i nes  as  one  o f  t he  nos t  ce l eb ra ted  he ïoes .  S to r i es  o f  h l s  deeds  have
been  handed  down  i n  a lmos t  eve ry  l anguage  and  c i v i l i za t i on .  I I e  was  known
eve rywhe re ,  l oved  by  eve ryone .  He  was  wo r l d  f a Í nous ,  Th i s  ve r y  f ac t  d im in i shès
h i s  a t t r ac t i veness  i n  t he  eyes  o f  mode rn  h i s t o r i ans .  They  pay  h i . n  scan t  a t t en -
t i o n .  F o r  w h a t  i s  t h e r e  t h a t  i s  n e w  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  b e  t o l d  a b o u t  h i s  t r a -
d i t i o n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  a P e s ?
In  t h i s  s t udy  neve r t he less  t he  ned ieva l  A lexande r  j . s  g i ven  a  cen t ra f
p o s i t i o n  i n  a  p i e c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r ê s e a r c h  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  w a s
no t  on l y  o l d  and  vene rab le  bu t  a l so  l i v i ng  and  chang ing ,  and  t ha t  i t  can  open
ou r  eyes  t o  no re  f unda rnen ta l  p rob lems  concea led  by  t hese  appa ran t l y  supe r f i -
c i a l  s t o r i e s .  C e n t r a l  t o  m y  s t u d i e s  a r e  f o u r  t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y  h Í s t o r i a n s ,  a l l
J . i v i n g  i n  G e r m a n  c o u r t  c i r c l e s ,  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o b a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  F r u t o 1 f ,
a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  i n p e r i a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h e s e  a r e  F r u t o l f  o f  M i c h e l s b e r g  ( ï 1 I 0 2 ) ,
E k k e h a r d  o f  A u r a  ( ï a f t e r  L L 2 5 ) ,  O t t o  o f  F r e i s i n g  < ï f f S e ) ,  a n d  G o d f r e y  o f  V i -
+
t e r b o  (  |  a f t e r  I 1 9 1 )  .
As  f a r  as  t he  La t i n  wo r l d  was  conce rned ,  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f  s t o r i es  abou t
A lexande r  was  pu t  t oge the r  i n  l a t e  an t i qu i t y .  I n  t hê  ea r l y  m idd le  ages  au tho rs ,
w h e t h e r  o f  w o r l d  c h r o n i c l e s ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a c t s  o r  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  u s e d  o n l y  a
l im i t ed  pa r t  o f  t he  ava i l ab l e  Í na te r i a l ,  and  i t  was  a lways  b road l y  t he  same
pa r t .  They  mus t  have  known  t he  o the r  ma te r Í a l ,  t he  s to r i es  t ha t  Pseudo -Ca l l i s -
t henes  co l l ec ted  i n  h i s  A lexande r  r o rnance ,  t he  l e t t e r s  t ha t  we re  a t t r i bu ted
to  A l . exande r  h i r nse l f ,  t he  p rophec ies  and  t he  l egends ,  They  we re  comp i l ed ,
w r i t t en  down  and  handed  down  eve rywhe re .  Bu t  t hey  we re  ce r t a i n l y  no t  quo ted
in  o the r  wo rks .  Why  no t?  Was  t h i s  by  chance  o r  by  de l i be ra te  dec i s i on?
F ru to l f  o f  M i che l sbe rg ,  w r i t i ng  i n  t he  Ge rman  ca thed ra l  c i t y  o f  Banbe rg
in  abou t  1100 ,  was  t he  f i r s t  t o  use  pa r t s  o f  t h i s  r onan t i c  Í Í l a t e r i a l  i n  h i s
wo r l . d  ch ron i c l e .  He  devo ted  an  excess i ve  a rnoun t  o f  a t t en t i on  t o  A lexande r ,  t o
t he  ex ten t  o f  a l -mos t  one  t en th  o f  h i s  r vo r l d  h i s t o r y .  F ru to l f  l i ved  i n  t he
Ho l y  Roman  Enp i re  du r i ng  a  pe r i od  when  t he  empe ro rs  we re  pass iona te l y  t r y i ng
to  es tab l i sh  a  we l l - o rgan i zed  rea ln  w i t h  a  s t r ong  cen t ra l  gove rnnen t .  They
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s t r o v e  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  q u i e t  f o r  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  a n d  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l .  T h e i r
concep t s  o f  lmpe r i a l  and  rega l  power  ( s t i 11  pa r t l y  my th i ca l )  we re  p ressed  i n t o
s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  e n d .  T h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  o p p o n e n t s  w e r e  m i l i t a n t  n o b l e s ,  p r i n c e s
and  b i shops ,  who  va lued  t he i r  f r eedom,  and  t o  whom honou r ,  g l o r y  and  boo t y
mean t  mo re  t han  a  we l l - o rde red  doma in .  They  we re  suppo r ted  by  g roups  o f  c l e rgy
n o t  o n l . y  o u t  o f  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  m o t i v e s ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  c o n v i c t i o n .  C e r t a i n  c l e r -
gynen ,  anongs t  who rn  Me inha rd  o f  Banbe rg  was  t he  mos t  l npo r t an t ,  accused  t hem
o f  r a v a g i n g  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  d e s t r o y i n g  c h u r c h e s  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s ,  b u t  a l s o ,  i n t e r -
es t i ng l y ,  o f  succumb ing  t o  t he  i n f l uence  o f  t he  o l d  Ge rman  he roes ,  They  con -
s i de red  t he  po r t r a i t  t ha t  t hese  songs  dep i c t  o f  " p r i de ,  ho t  t empe r ,  a  pe r i -
I ous  rashness ,  a  hab i t  o f  t ak i ng  ru th l ess l y  wha t  he  wan ts r r  (Bo lga r )  as  c l ea r -
I y  d e t e s t a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  f o r c e d  t h e  n o b i l i t y  t o  s t i c k  t o  t h e i r  o 1 d  w a y  o f
I i f e  i n s t e a d  o f  r e s i g n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  k i n g ' s  a u t h o r i t y .
F ru to l f  o f f e red  an  a l t e rna t i ve  r oya l  i nage  based  on  A lexande r .  He  used
pa r t  o f  t he  roman t i c  ma te r i a l  t o  g i ve  an  i dea l  po r t r a i t  o f  a  k i ng  as  t he
Emp i re  o f  h i s  t ime  l acked  mos t .
On  t he  who Ie ,  F ru to l f  ach ieved  h i s  e f f ec t  w i t hou t  exhaus t i ve  mod i f i ca t i on
o f  t h e  t e x t s  o f  h i s  s o u r c e s ,  H e  c o p i e d  t h e m  f a i t h f u ] l y  a n d  l i t e r a ] I y .  H e r e
and  t he re  he  a l t e red  a  wo rd ,  l e f t  ou t  some  passages  o r  comp i l ed  sec t i ons  o f
t ex t  f r om  d i f f e ren t  au tho rs  i n t o  a  conpos i t e  who le ,  He  neve r  p ronounced  h i s
op in i on  i n  h i s  own  wo rds .  We  mus t  r ead  be tween  t he  l i nes ,  sea rch ing  f o r  t he
mean ing  o f  an ,  a t  f i r s t  g l ance ,  mean ing less  and  vague  t ex t .
Some  yea rs  a f t e r  F ru to l f ' s  dea th  Ekkeha rd  o f  Au ra  ca rne  ac ross  t he
work i ng  manusc r i p t  o f  h i s  ch ron i c l e  i n  M i che l sbe rg .  He  con t i nued  i t  and
a l t e r e d  i t ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s .  I n  h i s  a d a p t a t i o n  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  q u i t e
d i f f e ren t  concep t  o f  h i s t o r y  t han  t ha t  o f  F ru to l f .  Neve r t he less  he  rne in ta i ned
i n  h i s  l a s t  v e r s i o n ,  t h a t  o f  1 1 2 5 ,  t h e  v e r b a l  t e x t  o f  F r u t o l f ' s  A l e x a n d e r -
passage  and  i nco rpo ra ted  i t  i n  h i s  own  i deas .
I n  t he  cou rse  o f  t he  t ' xe l f t h  cen tu r y  t he  a t t i t ude  o f  au tho rs  w i t h  r ega rd
to  t he  rDa te r i a l  changed ,  Anyone  who  naps  ou t  t he  sca t t e red  re fe rences  t o
A lexande r  i n  t h i s  pe r i od ,  s t ud ies  t he  wo r l d  ch ron i c l es  and  t he  ea r l i e s t
I i t e ra tu re  i n  t he  ve rnacu la r ,  can  see  how  au tho rs  r epea ted l y  i nco rpo ra te
bo ld  a l t e ra t i ons  i n t o  t he i r  t ex t s :  t hey  i nc reas ing l y  exp ress  t he i r  op in i ons
w i t hou t  hes i t a t i on ,  A t  t he  same  t ime  t hey  beg in  t o  wo rk  up  t he  rna te r i a l  wh i ch
t i l l  t hen ,  apa r t  f r om  the  pa t r i s t i c  t r ad i t i on ,  had  been  handed  down  i n  sepe -
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r a t e  t e x t s :  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  o f  t h e  P s e u d o - I Í e t h o d i u s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  t e x t s  a b o u t  t h e
l a s t  e m p e r o r ,  t h e  l e g e n d s  t h a t  w e r e  t o l d  j . n  J e w i s h  c i r c l e s .  B y  s t u d y i n g  t h e s e
au tho rs  we  can  t r ace  t he  passages  t ha t  l en t  t he rnse l ves  f o r  a  med ieva l i za t i on
a n d  s e a r c h  i n  w h i c h  s e n s e  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r p r e t e d .  T h e y  a r e  c r u c i a l  f o r  a  b e t t e r
unde rs tand ing  o f  t he  t r ad i t i on .
O f  t h e s e  G o d f r e y  o f  V i t e r b o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t h e  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  n a t e r i a l .  H e
c r e a t e d  a  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  A l - e x a n d e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  F r u t o l f ,  a 1 -
t hough  he  used  t he  same  ma te r i a l ,  by  way  o f  O t t o .  He  a t t ached  impo r tance  t o
t h e  S y b i L ' s  p r o p h e c y  w h i c h  h a d  p l a c e d  A l e x a n d e r  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r s
t i l l  t he  end  o f  t ime  and  a lmos t  nade  h i n  t he  p ro to t ype  o f  t he  l as t  empe ro r .
I ndeed ,  i n  t he  op in i on  o f  some  scho la r s ,  t he  p i . c t u re  o f  t he  wo r l d  r u l e r  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  t i m e  w a s  m o d e l l e d  o n  t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w o r l d  r u l e r ,  A l e x -
ande r .  H i s  l eade rsh ip  o r  h i s  j ou rney  t h rough  t he  Fa r  Eas t  now  became  l ess
i n te res t i ng  t han  h i s  apoc rypha l  en t r y  i n t o  Je rusa lem,h i s  lmp r i sonmen t  o f  Gog
and  Magog ,  o r  h i s  mee t i ng  w i t h  t he  B rachmen ,
Anyone  who  reads  t h i s  and  t hen  t u rns  t o  O t t o ' s  A lexande r  t ex t ,  and  aga j . n
to the texts of  previ ,ous t imes,  Ni . l l  see that  Otto and ot t rers certa in ly t re ld
f i r Í n l y  t o  t he  l e t t e r  o f  t he  t r ad i t i on ,  o f t en  exp ress l y  s t a t i ng  t ha t  t hey
w ished  t o  do  t h i s ,  bu t  a l so  t ha t  t h rough  t he  seams  o f  t he i r  wo rk  ano the r  v i s i on
f i l t e r s  t h r o u g h ,  E v i d e n t l y  t h e y  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  i d e a s ,  a t  l e a s t
w i t h  some  o f  t hem,  and  i f  one  re - reads  t he  t ex t s  w i t h  t he  above -men t i oned
judgemen t  i n  m ind ,  one  ge t s  t he  imp resss ion  t ha t  nuch  o f  i t  i s  capab le  o f  a
d i f f e ren t  i n t e rp re ta t i on  t han  one  p rev i ous l y  en te r t a i ned .  The  wo rds  wh i ch  a re
t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p a t r i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n ;  t h e y  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a p a b l e  o f  r n o r e
t h a n  o n e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  O t t o  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  l t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  h e
unde rs tood  t he  wo rds  he  c i t ed  f r om Augus t i ne  o r  O ros ius  o f t en  d i f f e ren t l y  f " om
the  i n t en t i . ons  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  au tho rs ,  even  t hough  much  has  been  w r i t t en
a b o u t  t h e  p u t a t i v e  A u g u s t i n i a n i s m  o f  O t t o .  I t  i s  a l s o  k n o w n  f r o m  h i s  l a t e r
wo rk ,  t ha t  he  ad rn i t t ed  he  had  been  i nsp i r ed  by  p rophec ies  l i ke  t he  Pseudo -
l \ l e t hod ius '  -  so  can  we  see  t he re  t he  sou rce  o f  i nsp i r a t i on  o f  h i s  A lexande r
t e x t  t o o ?
I t  i s  obv ious  t ha t  au tho rs  i n  t he  c i r c l e  o f  a  hegen lon ia l  r u l e r  -  a  r u l e r
o f  mo re  t han  one  rea lm  and  more  t han  one  peop le ,  a  r u l e ï  who  owed  h i s  pos i t i on
no t  t o  he red i t a r y  r i gh t  o r  t o  t he  rny th i ca l  Kón igshe í l ,  bu t  t o  h i s  own  qua l i t i e s
h i s  f o r t una  a tque  rno res  (W iduk ind  o f  Co rvey )  and  h i s  own  conques t s  -  o f t en
re fe r red  t o  A lexande r .  I n  t hese  c i r c l es  he  deve lopped  i n t o  t he  pe rson i f i ca t i on
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o f  t he  i dea l  r u l e r :  a  sac ra l  k i ng ,  an  empe ro r  e l ec ted  by  God ,  ow ing  h i s  d i v i ne
ha l l ow ing  no t  t o  a  papa l  sac r i ng  and  c rown ing ,  o r  t o  any  o the r  ecc l es i as t i ca l
au tho r i t y .  H i s  sac ra l i t y  was  based  on  h i s  Í b r t una  a tque  Í a r : es ,  r esu l t ed  f r o rn
h i s  c o n q u e s t  o f  a n  e m p i r e .
Ru le r s  and  na t i ons  who  owed  t he i r  pos i t i on  t o  a  s im i l a r  f o r t una  d l : que
moz 'es ,  I eg i t i na ted  t hemse l ves ,  as  i t  we re ,  by  r e fe r r i ng  t o  A lexande r ,  and  even
more :  t hey  t r aced  back  t he i r  o r i g i n  no t  t o  t he  he roes  o f  l ong  ago  bu t  t o  A lex -
ande r  and  Macedon ia .  The  F rancs  f i r s t ,  t he  scho la r s  a round  I . , udw ig  t he  Ge rman
and  t he  Saxons  nex t  and  even  t he  Swab ians  o f  F rede r i c k  Ba rba rossa , saw  the i r
l a n d  o f  o r i g i n  i n  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  t h e l r  a n c e s t o r  i n  A l e x a n d e r ,  I i t t e r a l l y  o r
me tapho r i ca l l y .  He  passed  f o r  t he  p ro to t ype  o f  a  r u l e r  who  owed  h i s  heaven l y
suppo r t  and  sanc t i on  t o  h i s  o l vn  ac t i on .  Thanks  t o  t h i s  he  was  t he  bea re r  o f
sa l va t i on ,  he  b rough t  c i v i l i za t i on  and  cu l t u re ,  he  gua ran teed  peace  and  o ïde r .
The  d rea rn  o f  a  wo r l d  r u l e r  hav ing  t he  who le  wo r l d  i n  h i s  hand ,  t ak i ng  ca re
fo r  peace  and  r i gh t ,  t he  sav iou r ,  t he  redeemer ,  a  Lo rd ' s  ano in ted ,  was  a t t ached
to  h i rD  and  t o  a l l  empe ro rs  a f t e r  h i n  who  m i r r o red  t hense l ves  on  h i s  examp le ;
even  un t i l  t he  empe ro r  o f  t he  end  o f  t i r ne ,  t he  l as t  empe ro r . ,  who ,  as  A lexande r ,
wou ld  advance  t o  Je rusa lem to  su r rende r  h i s  don in i on  t oge the r  w i t h  h i s  c rown ,
t o  God  t he  Fa the r ,  f r o rn  Whom they  had  a l l  accep ted  i t .
, ' . ' l
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